KATHI'OPIEX LASER - KINAYNOI KAI ITPOXTAXIA

Ot mopokdt® Kovoveg mpootaciog kabiepdbnkav moaykoopiog petd to 1976 (OSHA
Regulations: 29 CFR 1926.54 and 102). Q¢ cuvénelo ta laser mov mapdyoviar £ktote givan
Katnyoplomomuéva amd tov idlo tov Kataokevaotn mpokabopiloviag €tol To péTpo
aoQaAginG TOV TPETEL VoL AGPEL 0 ¥pNo ¢ (eKmaidevon, YoaMd, TAUTEAES, KTA.).

Edv mopdro avtd n kAdon dev gival yvootn 10TE pumopel vo petpn el 1 kot vo vwoAoyiotel
(amd e&erdikevuévo mpoomwmikd). Ta laser kammyoplomoovvtal pe Pacn ™V KAVOTNTA TNG
Bootkng N oG avoKADUEVNC OEGUNG TOVE VO TPAVUATICEL TO PATL 1] T dépua. H xatdAinin
KAdon kabopiletal omd To PNKOG KOUATOG, TNV 16V KO T1 SdpKeLn ToL TaAUoD (av gival To
laser maiukd). H xoatnyopromoinon Paciletor otnv péytotm mpoofdoiun toxd €£6dov.
Ynapyovv técoepig khdoeig laser. H kidon 1 sivar n Aydtepo emcivovvn. OAeg ot vtolouneg
KMGoelg laser Tpémet vo, avarypapovy ELeavmg TNV KAGON TOVG.

2.1. Katnyopromoinen tov nnyov laser

CLASS I: Ta laser kidong 1 dev mpokaloOv KATOGTPOPN OTO HATIO. aKOUN KL av 1) dEoun
nécel PEca 6To UATL amd atuynue. QoTOG0 GUVEXOUEVO Koltaypo T 6éoung amevbeiog pe
youvo pdatt Ba mpénetl va amogedyetat. H 1oydg twv laser kidong 1 sivarl pikpdtepn and 0.4
uW yia ovveyn CW laser pe pufxog kopotog oto opatd. Na onueimbei mmg éva laser mov
elval evieA®G OMOLOVOUEVO atd TEPLPAALOV TOV EpYOGTNPIOV UTOPEL VO KT yoplomouOsl
o¢ kAaong 1 edv o1 ekmoumég otov mepiaiiovia ympo dev Eemepvohv Ta Opta. TG KAdong 1.

CLASS II: Ta laser kAdong 2 dev TpokaAovV KOTOGTPOPT 0T0. HATIO KOTA TN OLAPKELR EVOG
avotryokAetsipatog tov patwov (blink), omA. mepimov 0.25 sec. Qotd6c0 pTOPOVV V.
TPOKAAEGOVV (Nl 6TV TEPITTOOT TOL O TAPUTAVE YPOVog Ttopatadei. Ta laser kAdong 2
gyouvv pnkn kouoatog oto opatd (400 - 700 nm) ko 1oy €€660v petaé&d 0.4 pW kar 1 mwW
ywoo CW laser. O peyoldtepog apiBuog avtig e katnyopiog ivar too HAiov-Néov (He-Ne).

CLASS Illa: Ta laser kAdong 3a dev TPOKOAOVY KOTOGTPOPY] OTO, LATIOL KOTO T SdpKeEL
evog avoryokietsipatog tov patiov (blink), dni. mepinov 0.25 sec. Qotdc0, givar Thaviy M
Mua oV mepintoon mov kortd&ovpe T OEGUN UE KATO0 GOKO 1 Kot omevdeiog yio
ueyaAvtepo ypovikd ddompua. H woydg e£6dov yio CW laser pe ufikn kOpOTog 6to opatod
etvan peta&d 1-5 mW.

CLASS Il1b: Ta laser kidong 3b puropodv va mpokarésovv (NUIES 0o aTLyLOTO, OTO LLOLTLOL
oTNV TEPIMTOON OV KOtdEovpe ™ déoun amevbeiog M akOUN Kol KOO0 OVOKADUEVO
koppdtt g H woydg e€6d0v yio CW laser givar peta&d 5 - 500 mW. EEapavtag to peyding
woyvog laser avtg g katnyopiog, dwyeopevn déoun laser dev eivar emkivovvn €KTOC KL oV
TNV KotaEOVUE PE KATO10 pUKO.



CLASS 1V: Ta laser kAéong 4 sivar 1o mo enkivovva laser. ‘Exbeon otn déoun toug M
QKOUN KOl O€ OVAKAOGT TG N Kol O1dyvon ¢ gival  evogyOueve EmKivouvn 1060 Yo To
Hato, 660 kot Yo To dépua. EmmAéov pumopel vo Tpokodécel avapAesn eDQAEKTOV VAIKOV,
va dnuiovpynoet emikivovva aépla (m.y. O3), k.a. H oydg e£6d0v yioo CW laser yuo 6da ta
KN kopatog givat peyoivtepn and ta 500 mW. Ola ta maApukd laser mov Aettovpyovv ota
unkn kopatog 400 nm £mg 1,400 nm Ba tpémel va cuumeptAapPavovial oty KAdom 4.

Mivakog 2.1. Zvvontikog mivakag Kotatoéng Tav cvotuatoy laser

CLASS | P < 0.4 uW, Axivévvo

CLASS 11 0.4<P<1 mW CW opat aktwvopoAio, otrypaio dueon ékbeon (0.25S)

CLASS llla | 1<P<5 mW CW opatn axtvofolia, otrypiaio dupeon kbeon (0.25S)

CLASS IlIb | 5<P<500 mW CW kapd aueon €xbeon

CLASS IV CW P>500 mW, moaApkd, iaitepa emkivévva

2.2. Kivévvor am6 ™ déoun tov laser

Méto: To pdtt givon e&opetikd evdAmTo Katd TV kOGN TOL GTOVG TEPLOGOTEPOVS THTOVG
laser. O tomog ¢ PAAPNG Tov €apTdTatl amd TV Eviacn TOV POTOS, TO URKOG KOUOTOC TOV,
Kol oo 10 PEPOG TOv 16TOV 7oV ektifetat. H kotaotpopn mpokaieital gite amd v avénon
g Bepuokpociog site and eoToyMukég depyaciec. 'Eviovn ékbeon éxel cov anotéleco
gykavpoto oTov  kepatoedn (cornea) kot tov  apgiPAnotpoedn (retina). Epedvion
Katappdk N Kot PAGAPN oToV KEPATOEDN TPOoKaAEiToL armd ypdvia ékBeon oe pwg amod laser.
BAaPn tov apeipinotpoedong sival cuviOng amd ékBeon o€ opat Kol KovTvi) vépubpn
axtwvoPolio.

Ot meplocOTEPEG UN-COUPMOVEG TNYECG QOTOC UTOPOVY Vo KOLTOTOUV omevfeiag yopig
KOvEVOY KIVOUVo €TEON HOVO évo TOAD HIKPO TOGOGTO TNG 16YVOGC TOV QTAVEL GTO UATL Kl
anA®VETOL 6€ OA0 TOV apEPAnoTpoedn. Avtibeta, n aktivofolia laser eivol cOpE®VO EOG.
H 6éoun g pmopel va mepdoet péco and v kopn tov potod (pupil) kot va eotiaotel og
Ho TOAD JIKPN ETPAVELL GTOV AUEIPANGTPOELdN evamobéTovtag ekel OAT TOV TNV EVEPYELD.
Mobvo 10 opatd kol to kovtived vaEpubpo eotidlovior otov apeipAnctpoedn. BAAPn tov
AUEIPANGTPOEISOVC GUVETAYETOL LEPLKT T} KOl OAIKT TOQA®OT 0V TtElpay Ol TO OTTIKO VEDPO.
H BAGPN pmopel va eivon un-ovaotpéyiun evad kotd v €kbeon dev mpokaAieitor Tovog 1
evoyAnon.

Eni mAéov, puepikd moAd oyvpd mokpukd laser propodv va mpokaAiécovy tétota PAGPN otov
apEIPANGTPOEN (HGTE Vo TPOKANOET oo ppayia.



Aéppa: H éxbeon omv axtivoPolria laser pmopei va mpokoiécer kot PAGPec 610 dépLOL.
Ioyvpn ékbeon pmopei vo. TPOKAAEGEL TPOVUOTIOHOVE 0O Mo KokKiviopa (reddening) oe
dnovpyion eAvktovev (blistering) éog kot kéywo (charring). Kapkivor tov dépuatog
umopet va TpokAnovv and ypovia ékbeon oe vrepumdeg (UV) ewg. To péyebog kat o tomog
g PAaPng e€aptdton amd ™V TOGOHTNTA NG AmOTIOEUEG EVEPYELOG KOl aTd TO WKOG
KOUOTOC TOV POTOC. X avtibeon 1 PAGPec 6to dépua eivar cuvNOMG AVOGTPEYIIES.

2.2.1. Yaegprddng axtivoforia - UV (200 - 400 nm)

H éxbeon tov potiov oto vrepiddeg eog oty meployn tov 200-315 nm arnoppodtor amd
TOV KEPOTOELON KOl TOPEl VoL TPoKaAEGEL pwTOKEPATITION (PAEYHOVI TOV KEPATOEWBOVG ). H
emovailopufavopevn ékbeom Tov KePATOEBOVE GTO VIEPIDOEC PMG OEV £XEL WG OMOTEAEGLO
NV avamtuén evog PNYOVIGUOD TPOCTacing, OmME Yo, mopddelypo cuppaivel oto dépua
(navpiopa). To kovtvd vepiddeg eog oty meployn tov 315-400 nm amoppodtat Kupimwg
07O POKO TOV HOTION Kol UTOPEL VO TPOKAAEGEL KATOPPAKTN. M1KN KOUOTOC KPOTEPQ GO
400 nm dgv amoteAOVV KiVOUVO Y10 TOV AUPLPANGTPOELDT.

H £éxBeomn tov 6épuotoc onv vIepltddn akTivoPoliio. pmopel vor TPOKAAEGEL KOKKIVIGUA,
YNPOVGT OKOUTN KoL KOPKIVO TOV SEPUATOG.

2.2.2. Opati ka1 kovtivi] veépuOpn axtivofoirio -NIR (400 -1400 nm)

H éx0eon tov patov og laser déouec oto opotd (400-700 nm) ko kovtivoe vagépvdpo (700-
1400 nm) @dopa pmopei vo. PAdyel Tov apeiPinotpoedn. Ot déopeg laser avtng g
(QOGUATIKNG TEPOYNG dladidovtal pEca 6To PAaTL Kot e6TalovTal omd T0 pOKO TAUPAYOVTOG
woyopn évioon emtodg otov aupiBAnotpoedn. H éviaon ¢ oktvofoliog mave otov
apueipAnotpoedn pmopel vo Eemepdoet katd mopdayovro 100000 avtig ¢ TpoominTovcag
otov kepatoedn e€outiag g eotiaonc. H petotponmn avthg g evépyelag oe Bepudmtoa
UTOpPEl Vo TPOKAAEGEL EYKOVUOTO GTOV OUEIPANCTPOED] UE OMOTELECUN TNV OTMOAELN
Opaong oKOUN Kol TOPAmoT ov Telpayfel To omTIKOG vEDPO. AKOUN KOl YOUNANG EVEPYELNG
déclEC UTOPOVV VO, TPOKOAEGOVY (Nuiot 6To UATL €4V goTiocToOV Katd mapayovto 100000.
IMa to Adyo avtd ta unkn kvpotog oty mepoyn tov 400 - 1400 nm ovoudlovtal meptoyn
opBaikng emkivdvvotrag (ocular hazard region).

H £éxBeomn tov d6éppotog oty opath akTvoPoAio. Umopel Vo TPOKAAECEL EYKODUOTO KOl
vrépueTpn ENpavon.

2.2.3. Méon ko paxpivij veépvOpn axtivofoirio - FIR (1400 - 10000 nm)

Ot déopeg laser g Péong kot pakpvng veépudpng axtivoforiog Tpokarovv PAGPES Kupimg
OTOV KEPATOEWN KOl AYOTEPO G6TO QOKO Tov patwov. H PAAPn ogeiretar cuvnbog ot
eowopeva Oeppomtoc av kot moAwkd laser umopel va mpokaAiécovv PAGPec e&atiog
Oeppounyovikav eavopevov. To ewg e pnkn kopatog tave ard 1400 nm dev @tavel otov
apeipinotpoedn. H péon vrépubpn axtivoPforio pe unkn xopatog petaéy 1400 nm kot
3000 nm pmopeil vo Slomepdost PEGH OTO GUKO TPOKOAMVTIOG Katoppdktn. H pokpvi
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vrépLOPN akTvoforior pe pnkm kopatog peta&d 3000 kot 10000 nm amoppo@dtat amd TovV
KEPATOELON KOl UTOPEL VO TPOKAAEGEL KAYILOTO GTOV KEPOTOELDN LEYPL KL ATDOAELD, OPAGTC.

2.3. AALol Kivouvol

[MapdAinia pe Tovg Kivdvvoug amd Tig déopeg laser ehhoyevovy Kt GAAOL Kivouvol GYETIKOL e
™mv  Aertovpyion tov laser. Avtoi meplapPdvovv  ekpnEelc, MAEKTPIKEC EKKEVAOGELC,
KPUOYEVIKO VYPO, €OQAEKTO VAIKA, 00pvPo, axtivec X, aktivoforio vrepiddove Kot
EMIKIVOLVOL ¥MUIKA aépLa TOL cuvodevouy To laser.

2.3.1. Hlexktpkoi kivovvol

Oavatneopotl NAEKTPIKOL Kivouvol DVITAPYOVY GTIG VYNANG 10Y00G NAEKTPIKEG EYKATAGTACELG
TV cvotnuatov laser. H niektporinéio amotelel tnv mo kovn attia Oavatov oyetikn pe to
nep1fdAlov epyaciag vynAng toybog cvotnudtev laser. Mia celpd omd Aemtopepeic Kavoveg
AmOQLYNG MAEKTPIK®OV KIvOOVOV akolovBodvial oTo S1Ggopa €pyacTipl TOCO OO TO
€EE101KEVUIEVO TTPOCHOTIKO OGO KO OO TOVG YPT|OTES.

2.3.2. Kivdovvor ekpiiemv

Adpumeg vyning migong mov ypnowwomolovviol ota laser yw avtAnon mpémer va givan
KOTOOKEVOOTIKO TPOGTUTEVUEVEG VO avTtExovv TBavEg expnéelc katd ™ ouapkela g Long
tovg. [TiBavol vroyneiol ekpéewv gival o1 VYNANG TAoNG TUKVOTEC 01 omtoiotl Ha Tpémetl va
elvar KatdAAn o BopakiGUEVOL Yo TETOEG TEPITTOGELS. To TUPUmdved TPOTLTTA TPETEL VO
TNPOVVTOL OO TOV KATAGKEVOOTH.

2.3.3. Emkivéovvo ymuika aépro

Avobouidoslg, To&kd aépla, aTtuoi Kor Komvog pmopel va. vmapEouvv  oe  xDPOVG
gyKataotdoewv cvotnudtov laser. T'a topadetypa, to 6Lov mapdyetor yopm amd Tig Mumeg
GVTANONG EVO 1VEC OUIAVTOV UTOpPoDV va gAevfep®bovv amd TovBAC TOL ¥PNGLOTO0VVTL
ywo. pmAokapovv déoueg CO, laser. H avEnuévn ypnon ynuikodv laser kabiotd tovg ymukove
Kvdvvoug 7o emkivéuvoug amd v aktivoBolia laser. Ta mopddstypa, to @BOplo mov
ypnotponoteitan oe KrF laser sivon e€aupetikd to&wd ki amortel dueon petaysipion poOMg
Kkamoog épbet og emaen. He-Cd lasers pmopei va poAbvouy 1o epyactiplo He otpovs Kadpuiov
eqv dev amdyetol cmotd and to gpyactplo. O KatdAAnAioc £aepioUdc TOV €pyaoTnpiov
elvar amopaitntog €161 doTe Ta TOAVE YNUIKd 0€plo v BpiokovTol 6& GUYKEVTIPDOGELS KUTM
TOV EMLTPENTOV OPIOV.



2.3.4. Xpomotikég laser (Dyes)

Ot 0pyavIKEG YPOOTIKEG OV YPNGUOTO0VVTAL OO HEPIKA cvothuata laser givol yvwotd
TOC WTOPEL VoL 00N Y1COVV GE KAPKIVOYEVEGELS, LETOALGEEIS Ko Tepatoyevvioels. Ot yproTeg
avt®v TV laser mpénel va akoAovfov TOTA TO TPOTOKOALO AGPUAEING TOL EPYAGTNPIOV
OYETIKA LE TNV TPOETOLUACIO TOV YPOOTIKDOV, TNV ¥PNOT TOVS, TNV AmodNKEVGN TOVG Kal TV
AVOKOKA®OY Toug.  [dvtio, epyoomplokéc modlEg Kol KATOAANAC YOLOALGL TPEMEL Vo
¥PNOoTolovVTOL 0TV Kaveic petoyepiletar emikivovva ynuikd. Evac otabudg mivong
HOTIOV Kot Gpeong mapoyng vepov (VIOug) mPEmEL Vo LIAPYEL 6€ YMPOLG Tov yelpilovral
emkivouva ynukd. Paymtod kot ToTd amayopevovial 6To gpyactiplo laser wimg 6tav 610
TEPPAALOV VTLAPYOVY YNUKEG OVGIEC.

2.3.5. Ev@iekto vka

EbpAektol vikd ko aépro. pmopel vo avagreyovv and déopeg laser kidong 4. Tétoteg
déoueg mpémel va teppotilovran pe pun-e0eAekto, VAIKA. EV@AekTol S10ANTEG KOl VMK TPETEL
vo amofnkevoviar e kKatdAAnAo okedn (containers) kot vo Oopoakifovior amd TG dEoEG
laser kobmg ko amd Miektpikovg omvOnpec. Eav dev ypnoponoodviol cuyve mpénet va.
amopakphvovTal omd to gpyactnplo. TéAog kdbe epyaotiplo TPEmel amapoitnto vao £xel
AELTOVPYIKO TLPOGPESTNPOL.

2.3.6. Kpvoyevika vypa

Kpvoyevikd vypad (edikd to vypd almto) umopel vo xpnolomoodval yio. v yoén tov
KpvotaAiov tov laser. Ta vypd avtd pmwopolV Vo, TPOKAAEGOVY EYKOVUATO GTO dEPUA M
axoun kot e&atpilopevo va LEL®GoVY Ta eminedo Tov 0&uyovov oe U enopkmg e&aepldueva
epyactnpla. H yprion kot amobfKevuon Tmv KpuoYEVIKOV VYPOV TPETEL VA YIVETOL (POPDOVTOG
YOVTIO pE pHOVEOOT Kol pdoka mpootaciog. Edv 1o 6éppa £pbel oe emapn pe to vypd pikte
emive apBovn mocdTNTO vEPoD. O emapkng €E0EPIGOG TOV EPYUCTNPIOL TTOV PN CLUOTOLEL
KPVOYEVIKA VAIKA £ivoil omopaitnTog.

2.3.7. Yypooia - Ogppoxpacio

Yuvnbmg tor VYNANG 1o0o¢ maAukd laser amatrtodv cvykekpipéveg Tiuég Beppokpaciog Kot
VYPOGIOG TOL YDPOV GTEYAONG TOVG Yo v Agttovpynoovy. H cuving Beppokpacio eivon
yopw otovg 20 °C . O yprog o Tpémet va eivorl KOTEAMAO VIDUEVOS AVEEGPTNTOL OO TIC
eEmTepkég ouvONKeg o€ mePinT®ON OV O EPYNSTEL GTO YMPO Y10 LEYAAO YPOVIKO SLAGTN L.
H cvvOng tyun vypaciog eivar 30% &va 6pto mov eivat TOAD YOUNAOTEPO OO TO EMITPETTO
(45%) vy tov GvBpmmo mpokaidvtag Enpacic Adipov otov ypnotn. Edv o yprotrng
yperleTon vo, TUPUUEVEL Y10, LEYAAO XPOVIKO SIAOTNUA GTO XDPO Eival KAAD va KAVEL TOAAG
HKpd StodAeipota.



2.3.8. Axrtiveg X

H mopoayoyn aktveov X givor mboavi otov ot tdoelg Eemepvovv o 15 KV, oy kot 1660
obvnoec v TVIIKG epyootnplakd laser. e avt) v mEPITTOON TO EPYACTAPIO TPEMEL VO
TOPAKOAOVOEITOL Y10, TOL EXLTPENTA EMIMED PASIEVEPYELNG TOV AKTIVOV X.

2.3.9. Yraeproong axtivofoiria

Av kot M vrepudong axktivofolicn ™ Oéounc laser mopovctdlel TOvg HEYOADTEPOVG
KWVOUVOUC, EVIOVTOLS LIEPLOONG akTvoPoAia pmopel vo mapaybel kol amd TIC EKKEVOGELG
Aapnav dviinong. H cwoth Bmopdkion toug ival amapaittn Kot Guyve TopEYETUL OO TOV
KOTOGKEVOOTY).

2.3.10. Gdpvpog

Ta eninedo tov BopOPov oe pepikd epyootpio laser pmopei vo Eemepdoovy to. EmLTPEnTa
Oplo. e QUTEG TIG TEPUTTMGELS EIVOL OTAPALTI TN 1] YPON BTOUCTIOWV.

Hog Lertovpyel To pat

To pdti Aettovpyel cav pio @oTOYpaQKn Unyavn okpieiog kot amoteleitol omd SopopeTicd
pépTM mov dovigvovrog Oio poll pog emtpémovy vo PAErovpe. H ipda givar to ypopatiotod
UEPOG TOV MaTOD pE pio omn 6to PEGo mov ovopdletar kopn. Mzpootd amd v ipda
Bpioketon €vog SQOVOG YITOVOC, O KEPOTOEONG, MOV Agttovpyel cav to TPOGHo
TPOCTOTEVTIKO KEALPOC TOV MATION AAAG Kol GV £0TLOKOG Qakoc. O Tpodcbiog Bdlapog sivot
0 €VOLAPESOG YMPOG LETOED TOV KEPATOELDN Kot TG ipdac. O mpdabiog Bdrapog datnpel o
oyNua Tov Kabdg mepLEyel VOUTOEWEG VYPO TO omoio wpounBevel pe o&uyovo kot Bpemtikd
GLGTOTIKA TO EGMTEPIKO TOL HOTLOV.

O kepaToeldNG Elval 0 O SLVATOC PAKOC TOV OTTIKOD GLGTHUATOS TOV UaTov. Eival oyedov
adpatog Kabdg omoteieiton amd ddpovo 16t0. To KLPTO TOVL OYNUN, TOL EMTPEMEL VO,
AELTOVPYEL KOl OOV QOKOC, TPOSPEPOVTAG T dVO TPITA TNG GLVOAKNG SVVAUNG E0TIOGTG TOV
patov. H vrokoumn Sdvaun eoticong mPoEPYETOL Omd TOV KPLOTOAAOEWON @OKO, TOV
Bpioketon 610 TPdGH10 PEPOG TOV HATIOD, TGO 0md TNV ipLda.

O ouePANcTPOEdNG AEITOVPYEL GOV TO PIAUL TNG POTOYPOPIKNG UNYOVIG KAADTTOVTOG TV
ECMTEPIKT EMIPAVEIL OTO TIC® HEPOG TOV UATIOD. ATOTEAEITOL OO VELPIKO 10TO KOl
(MTOVTTOO0YEIG OV WUETATPEMOVY TIG OKTIVEG (QOTOC O MAEKTPIKG GNUATO TO OToin
TNYOiVOUV GTOV EYKEPAAO LEGO TOV OTTIKOV VEDPOU.

H ip1da kot 0 gakoc pésa 6to PATL AEITOVPYOUV Hali 6oV T0 UTPOGTIVO LEPOS POTOYPOPIKNG
UNYOVNAG, EMITPEMOVIOG TIC OKTIVEG TOV OMTOC amd £vo OVTIKEIPLEVO Vo TEPAoOvLY GTOV
auEIPANGTPOE ©T0 TCWO UEPOG TOV HOTIOV, ONMOV 1 EKOVO EVIVIMOVETOL ALY
aveoTpoppuévn. O eykéQodog HeTd avaAbovTag TNV eikOva TN E0VOGTPEPEL GTN KOVOVIKT TNG



0éom. Ka®’ 6An m didpkeia 0 pakog HEs, 6To UATL 0AAGLEL TO YN0 TOL TPOSUpUOlovTag
10 BdBog eotiaong mov ypeldleTor yio to patt vo PAETEL KoBapd.
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To wapoxdTw keiuevo onuootedtnre oro mepiodixo 'Laser Focus” tov Avyovaro tov 1977.

Accident victim's view

Because laser injuries to eyes are rare, workers tend to discount the importance of safety precautions.
The following dramatic account by Dr. C. David Decker, a victim of such an accident earlier this year
was prepared in the hope that his experience may increase vigilance among his colleagues.

The necessity for safety precautions with high power lasers was forcibly brought me to me last
January when | was partially blinded by a reflection from a relatively weak Nd-YAG laser beam.
Retinal damage resulted from a 6-millijoule, 10-nanosecond pulse of invisible 1064-nanometer
radiation. 1 was not wearing protective goggles at the time, although they were available in the
laboratory. As any experienced laser researcher knows, goggles not only cause tunnel vision and
become fogged but they become very uncomfortable after several hours in the laboratory.

When the beam struck my eye | heard a distinct popping sound, caused by a laser-induced explosion
at the back of my eyeball. My vision was obscured almost immediately by streams of blood floating
in the vitreous humour, and by what appeared to be particulate matter suspended in the vitreous
humour. It was like viewing the world through a round fishbowl full of glycerol into which a quart of
blood and a handful of black pepper have been partially mixed. There was local pain within a few
minutes of the accident, but it did not become excruciating. The most immediate response after such
an accident is horror. As a Vietnam Veteran, | have seen several terrible scenes of human carnage, but
none affected me more than viewing the world through my blood-filled eyeball. In the aftermath of
the accident | went into shock, as is typical in personal injury accidents.

As it turns out, my injury was severe but not nearly as bad as it might have been. | was not looking
directly at the prism from which the beam had reflected, so the retinal damage is not in the fovea. The
beam struck my retina between the fovea and the optic nerve, missing the optic nerve by about three
millimeters. Had the focused beam struck the fovea, | would have sustained a blind spot in the centre
of my field of vision. Had it struck the optic nerve, | probably would have lost the sight of that eye.

Eye damage caused by laser pulse is shown in this plot of field of view under high-intensity
illumination (red line) and under low-intensity illumination (blue line). Outer circles show field of
view; the two small regions inside the field (pink) of view are blind spots produced by laser damage.
The blind spots are larger than the lesion and occupy a larger area under low illumination. The optic
nerve blind spot is orange, close to the lesions.

The beam did not strike so close to the optic nerve, however, that it wavered nerve-fiber bundles
radiating from the optic nerve. This has resulted in a crescent shaped blind spot many times the size of
the lesion. The diagram is a Goldman-Fields scan of the damaged eye, indicating the sightless
portions of my field of view four months after the accident. The small blind spot at the top exists for
no discernible reason; the lateral blind spot is the optic nerve blind spot. The effect of the large blind
area is much like having a finger placed over one's field of vision. Also I still have numerous floating
objects in the field of view of my damaged eye, although the blood streamers have disappeared. These
"floaters"” are more a daily hindrance than the blind areas, because the brain tries to integrate out the
blind area when the undamaged eye is open. There is also recurrent pain in the eye, especially when |
have been reading too long or when | get tired.



The moral of all this is to be careful and to wear protective goggles when using high power lasers.
The temporary discomfort is far less than the permanent discomfort of eye damage. The type of
reflected beam which injured me also is produced by the polarizers used in Q switches, by intracavity
diffraction gratings, and by all beamsplitters or polarizers used in optical chains.



